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British	
  polar	
  explorer	
  leaves	
  the	
  UK	
  for	
  groundbreaking	
  
Antarctic	
  expedition	
  

	
  
• Polar	
  explorer	
  Ben	
  Saunders	
  is	
  today	
  bidding	
  farewell	
  to	
  the	
  UK	
  as	
  he	
  sets	
  off	
  on	
  

arguably	
  the	
  most	
  ambitious	
  polar	
  expedition	
  in	
  more	
  than	
  100	
  years	
  	
  
	
  

• A	
  1,800	
  mile,	
  four-­‐month,	
  unsupported	
  return	
  journey	
  from	
  the	
  coast	
  of	
  Antarctica	
  
to	
  the	
  South	
  Pole	
  and	
  back	
  on	
  foot	
  
	
  

• The	
  Scott	
  Expedition	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  longest	
  unsupported	
  polar	
  journey	
  in	
  history	
  and	
  
first	
  completion	
  of	
  Captain	
  Scott’s	
  iconic	
  1910-­‐12	
  Terra	
  Nova	
  expedition	
  

	
  
• Ben	
  will	
  share	
  his	
  story	
  with	
  a	
  global	
  audience	
  of	
  millions	
  through	
  latest	
  4th	
  

Generation	
  Intel®	
  Core™	
  processor	
  technology	
  that	
  will	
  allow	
  him	
  to	
  capture	
  image	
  
and	
  film,	
  upload	
  it	
  via	
  satellite	
  and	
  share	
  the	
  journey	
  online	
  
	
  

• Ben’s	
  preparation	
  has	
  included	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  Cold	
  Climate	
  Chamber	
  at	
  Jaguar	
  Land	
  
Rover	
  and	
  his	
  training	
  programme	
  has	
  taken	
  him	
  across	
  the	
  UK,	
  Europe	
  and	
  to	
  
Greenland.	
  The	
  expedition	
  has	
  taken	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  decade	
  to	
  prepare.	
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  October,	
  London:	
  British	
  polar	
  explorer	
  Ben	
  Saunders	
  is	
  today	
  bidding	
  his	
  final	
  
farewells	
  to	
  the	
  UK	
  from	
  The	
  View	
  from	
  The	
  Shard	
  as	
  he	
  departs	
  for	
  Antarctica	
  on	
  a	
  
world	
  record-­‐breaking	
  challenge	
  to	
  accomplish	
  the	
  longest	
  unsupported	
  polar	
  journey	
  
in	
  history	
  and	
  first	
  completion	
  of	
  Captain	
  Scott’s	
  iconic	
  Terra	
  Nova	
  expedition.	
  	
  
	
  
Accompanied	
  by	
  fellow	
  adventurer	
  Tarka	
  L’Herpiniere,	
  the	
  two	
  will	
  set	
  out	
  from	
  Scott’s	
  
Hut	
  at	
  the	
  edge	
  of	
  Antarctica	
  on	
  foot	
  to	
  take	
  on	
  the	
  1,800	
  mile	
  (69	
  back-­‐to-­‐back	
  
marathon)	
  trek	
  across	
  the	
  Ross	
  Ice	
  Shelf,	
  up	
  the	
  Beardmore	
  Glacier	
  and	
  across	
  the	
  
Antarctic	
  plateau	
  to	
  the	
  South	
  Pole	
  and	
  back.	
  	
  They	
  will	
  be	
  hauling	
  sleds	
  with	
  a	
  starting	
  
weight	
  of	
  200kg	
  each,	
  containing	
  kit	
  and	
  supplies	
  necessary	
  to	
  survive	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  
walking	
  on	
  average	
  9.5	
  hours	
  daily,	
  in	
  temperatures	
  down	
  to	
  -­‐50°C.	
  The	
  expedition	
  is	
  
estimated	
  to	
  take	
  110	
  days	
  to	
  complete	
  and	
  has	
  taken	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  decade	
  to	
  prepare.	
  
	
  
“Completing	
  Scott’s	
  Terra	
  Nova	
  expedition	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  life-­‐long	
  dream	
  of	
  mine	
  and	
  I’m	
  so	
  
excited	
  to	
  be	
  standing	
  here	
  today	
  about	
  to	
  embark	
  on	
  this	
  journey	
  with	
  my	
  team	
  mate	
  
Tarka.	
  Captain	
  Scott	
  and	
  his	
  men	
  died	
  having	
  covered	
  almost	
  1,600	
  and	
  this	
  feat	
  has	
  
never	
  been	
  surpassed.	
  In	
  many	
  ways	
  their	
  journey	
  remains	
  the	
  high	
  watermark	
  of	
  
human	
  endeavour	
  in	
  the	
  harshest	
  environment	
  on	
  the	
  planet.	
  Finishing	
  Scott’s	
  journey	
  
is	
  a	
  mammoth	
  undertaking	
  but	
  as	
  an	
  athlete	
  one	
  that	
  I’m	
  hugely	
  looking	
  forward	
  to,	
  and	
  
at	
  the	
  same	
  time	
  using	
  modern	
  technology	
  to	
  celebrate	
  his	
  remarkable	
  story.	
  I’m	
  
extraordinarily	
  grateful	
  for	
  the	
  support	
  of	
  Land	
  Rover,	
  Intel	
  and	
  all	
  our	
  partners	
  in	
  
making	
  the	
  Scott	
  Expedition	
  a	
  reality,”	
  Ben	
  Saunders	
  said.	
  
	
  



In	
  every	
  sense	
  a	
  21st-­‐century	
  expedition,	
  followers	
  can	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  enjoying	
  Ben	
  and	
  
Tarka’s	
  journey	
  online	
  in	
  unprecedented	
  detail.	
  	
  Ben	
  has	
  a	
  deserved	
  reputation	
  for	
  
pushing	
  the	
  boundaries	
  of	
  satellite	
  communications	
  technology,	
  and	
  has	
  blogged	
  live	
  
from	
  his	
  expeditions	
  since	
  2003.	
  The	
  Scott	
  Expedition	
  will	
  be	
  uploading	
  daily	
  text,	
  
images	
  and	
  video	
  (an	
  unsupported	
  expedition	
  first)	
  from	
  their	
  tent	
  in	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  
inhospitable	
  and	
  inaccessible	
  places	
  on	
  earth.	
  
	
  
‘We’ve	
  been	
  working	
  closely	
  with	
  Intel	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  system	
  that	
  will	
  enable	
  us	
  to	
  share	
  
our	
  journey	
  with	
  millions	
  of	
  people	
  worldwide.	
  Sharing	
  the	
  journey	
  has	
  always	
  been	
  
important	
  to	
  me	
  and	
  I	
  spend	
  a	
  good	
  chunk	
  of	
  my	
  time	
  when	
  walking	
  thinking	
  about	
  
what	
  I’m	
  going	
  to	
  write.	
  It’s	
  really	
  exciting	
  to	
  now	
  have	
  the	
  technology	
  to	
  let	
  me	
  share	
  
images	
  and	
  video	
  more	
  regularly	
  as	
  well,”	
  Ben	
  said.	
  
	
  
Land	
  Rover	
  and	
  Intel	
  are	
  co-­‐presenting	
  partners	
  of	
  the	
  Scott	
  Expedition	
  and	
  have	
  both	
  
played	
  an	
  important	
  role	
  in	
  facilitating	
  the	
  expedition.	
  Land	
  Rover	
  having	
  assisted	
  Ben	
  
in	
  his	
  training	
  which	
  has	
  taken	
  him	
  to	
  many	
  inaccessible	
  places	
  across	
  the	
  UK,	
  Europe	
  
and	
  Greenland;	
  and	
  Intel	
  having	
  tested	
  and	
  provided	
  the	
  4th	
  generation	
  Intel®	
  Core™	
  
processor	
  technology	
  allowing	
  Ben	
  and	
  Tarka	
  to	
  share	
  their	
  journey	
  in	
  unprecedented	
  
ways	
  online.	
  Ben	
  and	
  Tarka	
  will	
  be	
  carrying	
  a	
  Sony	
  VAIO®	
  Pro	
  Ultrabook	
  	
  and	
  a	
  
Panasonic	
  Toughbook	
  AX2	
  2-­‐in-­‐1	
  Ultrabook	
  connected	
  to	
  a	
  modified	
  Iridium	
  Pilot	
  
satellite	
  system	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  new	
  level	
  of	
  internet	
  connection.	
  
	
  
Simon	
  Lambden,	
  Intel	
  Senior	
  User	
  Experience	
  Engineer	
  who	
  has	
  been	
  responsible	
  for	
  
putting	
  all	
  the	
  technology	
  through	
  it’s	
  paces	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  six	
  months	
  commented,	
  
“We’ve	
  been	
  pushing	
  the	
  Intel	
  technology	
  to	
  the	
  limits	
  of	
  its	
  endurance,	
  emulating	
  the	
  
Antarctic	
  environment	
  as	
  closely	
  as	
  possible.	
  The	
  Ultrabooks	
  that	
  Ben	
  will	
  use	
  have	
  
been	
  frozen	
  in	
  our	
  thermal	
  ‘cold	
  chambers’	
  at	
  -­‐40C,	
  defrosted	
  and	
  operated,	
  then	
  frozen	
  
again	
  overnight	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  few	
  months	
  to	
  test	
  their	
  performance	
  when	
  exposed	
  to	
  
extended	
  periods	
  of	
  extreme	
  cold.	
  	
  

“We’re	
  hugely	
  excited	
  about	
  the	
  stories	
  Ben	
  will	
  share	
  using	
  this	
  equipment	
  on	
  the	
  
expedition	
  and	
  wish	
  him	
  the	
  very	
  best	
  of	
  luck	
  in	
  this	
  record	
  breaking	
  attempt.”	
  

Mark	
  Cameron,	
  Land	
  Rover’s	
  Global	
  Brand	
  Experience	
  Director	
  said:	
  “The	
  Scott	
  
Expedition	
  is	
  an	
  enormous	
  challenge	
  that	
  honours	
  a	
  heroic	
  spirit	
  of	
  adventure	
  that	
  has	
  
endured	
  for	
  more	
  than	
  100	
  years.	
  	
  There	
  are	
  very	
  good	
  reasons	
  why	
  no	
  one	
  in	
  history	
  
has	
  ever	
  completed	
  this	
  epic	
  polar	
  expedition.	
  The	
  Scott	
  Expedition	
  represents	
  perfectly	
  
our	
  brand’s	
  heritage	
  and	
  the	
  endurance	
  and	
  capability	
  of	
  our	
  vehicles	
  in	
  the	
  toughest	
  
environments”.	
  

Falcon	
  Scott,	
  grandson	
  of	
  Captain	
  Robert	
  Falcon	
  Scott	
  and	
  Robert	
  Swan	
  OBE,	
  first	
  to	
  
walk	
  to	
  the	
  North	
  and	
  South	
  Pole	
  and	
  2041	
  Founder	
  are	
  expedition	
  patrons.	
  

Follow	
  the	
  Scott	
  Expedition	
  online:	
  
Website	
  (and	
  blog)	
  -­‐	
  www.scottexpedition.com/blog	
  
YouTube	
  -­‐	
  www.youtube.com/scottexpedition	
  
Twitter	
  -­‐	
  www.twitter.com/scottexpedition	
  
Facebook	
  -­‐	
  https://www.facebook.com/TheScottExpedition	
  	
  
Instagram	
  -­‐	
  www.instagram.com/scottexpedition	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Editors	
  Notes	
  
	
  
The	
  Scott	
  Expedition	
  is	
  supported	
  by	
  co-­‐presenting	
  partners	
  Intel	
  and	
  Land	
  Rover;	
  expedition	
  
partners	
  Kcom	
  and	
  Drum-­‐Cussac;	
  supporting	
  partners	
  Bremont	
  and	
  CF	
  Partners;	
  and	
  supplier	
  
partners	
  Mountain	
  Equipment,	
  Field	
  Notes	
  and	
  Hilleberg.	
  
	
  
Ben	
  Saunders	
  
• Ben	
  is	
  best	
  known	
  for	
  skiing	
  solo	
  to	
  the	
  North	
  Pole	
  in	
  2004,	
  and	
  for	
  blogging	
  live	
  from	
  his	
  

expeditions.	
  	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  third	
  in	
  history	
  to	
  ski	
  solo	
  to	
  the	
  North	
  Pole	
  and	
  holds	
  the	
  record	
  for	
  
the	
  longest	
  Arctic	
  journey	
  by	
  a	
  Briton	
  

• In	
  his	
  home	
  and	
  work	
  life,	
  Ben	
  drives	
  a	
  Land	
  Rover	
  Discovery.	
  This	
  vehicle	
  enables	
  him	
  to	
  
travel	
  to	
  many	
  training	
  locations,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  providing	
  the	
  space	
  required	
  to	
  house	
  all	
  of	
  his	
  
specialist	
  equipment.	
  	
  With	
  the	
  history-­‐making	
  Scott	
  Expedition,	
  he	
  will	
  go	
  further	
  to	
  
demonstrate	
  the	
  spirit	
  of	
  “Above	
  and	
  Beyond”	
  that’s	
  at	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  the	
  Land	
  Rover	
  brand	
  

Land	
  Rover	
  

• The	
  technology	
  that	
  is	
  now	
  available	
  to	
  Ben	
  has	
  developed	
  considerably	
  since	
  Captains	
  
Scott’s	
  mission	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  1900s;	
  the	
  world	
  of	
  Land	
  Rover	
  has	
  also	
  evolved	
  significantly	
  
since	
  it	
  was	
  founded	
  65	
  years	
  ago.	
  	
  With	
  continuous	
  advances	
  in	
  design	
  and	
  engineering	
  and	
  
high-­‐tech	
  systems	
  giving	
  today’s	
  models	
  even	
  greater	
  off-­‐road	
  capabilities	
  and	
  on-­‐board	
  
connectivity.	
  At	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  Land	
  Rovers	
  have	
  retained	
  at	
  their	
  heart	
  the	
  same	
  essential	
  
principle	
  of	
  all-­‐terrain	
  ability	
  that	
  inspired	
  the	
  original,	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  way	
  as	
  Scott’s	
  polar	
  
ambition	
  remains	
  central	
  to	
  what	
  Ben	
  Saunders	
  wants	
  to	
  achieve	
  

• Although	
  Land	
  Rover	
  vehicles	
  will	
  not	
  play	
  a	
  physical	
  role	
  in	
  Antarctica,	
  they	
  are	
  highly	
  
valued	
  by	
  Ben	
  as	
  his	
  vehicle	
  of	
  choice	
  for	
  all	
  types	
  of	
  occasion	
  –	
  with	
  the	
  versatility	
  to	
  carry	
  
all	
  the	
  kit	
  he	
  needs	
  to	
  the	
  remote	
  training	
  areas	
  beyond	
  the	
  Arctic	
  Circle,	
  and	
  take	
  him	
  across	
  
the	
  UK	
  on	
  a	
  busy	
  schedule	
  of	
  speaking	
  engagements	
  and	
  personal	
  appearances.	
  A	
  great	
  
supporter	
  of	
  the	
  Land	
  Rover	
  Discovery	
  4	
  –	
  with	
  its	
  reputation	
  as	
  the	
  go-­‐to	
  vehicle	
  for	
  many	
  
modern	
  explorers	
  –	
  he	
  says	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  “never	
  just	
  a	
  journey”	
  in	
  a	
  Land	
  Rover	
  as	
  the	
  brand	
  is	
  so	
  
closely	
  associated	
  with	
  “adventure	
  and	
  excitement”	
  

• Since	
  1948	
  Land	
  Rover	
  has	
  been	
  manufacturing	
  authentic	
  4x4s	
  that	
  represent	
  true	
  breadth	
  
of	
  capability	
  across	
  the	
  model	
  range.	
  Defender,	
  Freelander,	
  Discovery,	
  Range	
  Rover	
  Sport,	
  
Range	
  Rover	
  and	
  Range	
  Rover	
  Evoque	
  each	
  define	
  the	
  world's	
  4x4	
  sectors.	
  Land	
  Rover	
  
products	
  are	
  currently	
  sold	
  in	
  178	
  global	
  markets	
  

Technology	
  

• 1	
  x	
  4th	
  Generation	
  Intel®	
  Core™	
  processor	
  based	
  Sony	
  Vaio	
  Pro	
  Ultrabook™	
  and	
  1	
  x	
  
Panasonic	
  Toughbook	
  AX2	
  2-­‐in-­‐1	
  Ultrabook™	
  to	
  blog	
  daily	
  and	
  regularly	
  send	
  back	
  content	
  
for	
  the	
  Scott	
  Expedition	
  YouTube	
  channel.	
  The	
  Ultrabooks	
  have	
  SSD	
  memory,	
  so	
  no	
  moving	
  
parts	
  to	
  go	
  wrong	
  when	
  it's	
  -­‐40ºC.	
  They're	
  also	
  super-­‐light	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  class-­‐leading	
  battery	
  
life.	
  

• 2	
  x	
  custom	
  62-­‐watt	
  folding	
  solar	
  panels	
  and	
  3x	
  lithium-­‐polymer	
  battery	
  packs	
  using	
  
Antarctica’s	
  24-­‐hour	
  daylight	
  to	
  power	
  the	
  technology.	
  

• Iridium	
  Extreme	
  Satellite	
  phone	
  -­‐	
  the	
  phone	
  handles	
  calls,	
  messaging	
  and	
  data	
  transmission	
  
• Iridium	
  Nano	
  tracker	
  -­‐	
  an	
  always-­‐on	
  tracking	
  beacon	
  that	
  automatically	
  sends	
  their	
  GPS	
  

coordinates	
  back	
  to	
  Ben’s	
  UK-­‐based	
  support	
  team	
  on	
  an	
  hourly	
  basis	
  
• Iridium	
  Pilot	
  (modified)	
  –	
  mobile	
  satellite	
  hub	
  to	
  assist	
  with	
  data	
  transfer	
  

About	
  Intel	
  

Intel	
  (NASDAQ:	
  INTC)	
  is	
  a	
  world	
  leader	
  in	
  computing	
  innovation.	
  The	
  company	
  designs	
  and	
  
builds	
  the	
  essential	
  technologies	
  that	
  serve	
  as	
  the	
  foundation	
  for	
  the	
  world’s	
  computing	
  devices.	
  
Additional	
  information	
  about	
  Intel	
  is	
  available	
  at	
  newsroom.intel.com	
  and	
  blogs.intel.com.	
  
Intel,	
  the	
  Intel	
  logo,	
  Core	
  and	
  Ultrabook	
  are	
  trademarks	
  of	
  Intel	
  Corporation	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  
and	
  other	
  countries.	
  	
  
• Other	
  names	
  and	
  brands	
  may	
  be	
  claimed	
  as	
  the	
  property	
  of	
  others.	
  



CONTACTS	
  
	
  
The	
  Scott	
  Expedition	
  /	
  Ben	
  Saunders:	
  	
  
Francesca	
  Beeching,	
  Mob:	
  07538	
  951320,	
  Email:	
  Francesca@bensaunders.com	
  
	
  
Intel:	
  	
  
Perveen	
  Akhtar,	
  Intel	
  UK	
  PR	
  Manager,	
  Tel:	
  +44	
  (0)	
  1793	
  403136,	
  Mobile:	
  +44	
  (0)	
  7747	
  760165	
  
Email:	
  perveen.akhtar@intel.com	
  
	
  
Land	
  Rover:	
  	
  
Lydia	
  Hayley,	
  Land	
  Rover	
  Senior	
  Press	
  Officer,	
  Tel:	
  +44	
  2476	
  564147,	
  Mob:	
  +44	
  7730	
  923507	
  
Email:	
  Lhaley1@jaguarlandrover.com	
  	
  


